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Pebblebrook High School 3.0 Believe You Can
Department: Fine Arts           




Fall Semester 2015/Spring Semester 2015
COURSE TITLE: Music Appreciation



INSTRUCTOR: Mr. Kirtdoll/Mr. Wimberly
EMAIL: eulas.kirtdoll@cobbk12.org, isaac.wimberly@cobbk12.org 

   PHONE: 770-819-2521 ext. 083
CLASSROOM BLOG: schoology.com

SCHOOL WEBSITE:  http://www.cobbk12.org/Pebblebrook/
PHS SCHOOL VISION: Empowering Students to Become Productive Members of a Global Community

PHS SCHOOL MISSION: Modeling and Developing Intellectual, Physical and Emotional Behaviors that Lead to Success for All
KEY ACTIONS: 
· Increase the Graduation Rate

· Increase rigor and student engagement (Project-based learning environment)

· Increase community and parental involvement

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Music Appreciation provides students with basic knowledge about music—styles, forms, and vocabulary. This course will also teach students to listen perceptively to music and increase the students’ awareness of more types of music. Lastly, this course will include learning music fundamentals and its application to musical instruments.
KEY STANDARDS: 

MHSIB.1 - Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music
MHSIB.2 - Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music
MHSIB.3 - Reading and notating music
MHSIB.4 - Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments
MHSIB.5 – Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines
MHSIB.6 - Listening to, analyzing, and describing music
MHSIB.7 - Evaluating music and music performances
MHSIB.8 - Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts
MHSIB.9 - Understanding music in relation to history and culture
GRADING POLICY: 

Students will be evaluated by their class attendance and participation, class and homework assignments, and individual and group presentations. In addition, students are required to complete examinations as determined by the course instructor.
GRADING SCALE:

A - 100-90% 
B - 89-80%
C - 79-74%
D – 70-73%
F - 69-Below
SYNERGY ACCESS TO GRADES:  
It is strongly encouraged that you keep your Synergy login information in a safe place and that you have access to the information when needed.  Parents should contact the Main Office (770.819.2521) or Dr. LaRoyce Sublett at ext. 099 in order to obtain their synergy password and access information.
Please note that when you are viewing grades in Synergy that a blank grade column for your child has no effect on their grade.  If the space is blank, then your student may not have turned in that assignment due to absence or the teacher may not have entered grades for that assignment at that time.  An “X” means that the student is exempt from an assignment at the discretion of the teacher. 
TEXTBOOK/SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES: 

Central Texts: Music! It’s Role and Importance in our Lives by Charles Fowler; Music and Appreciation 
 Required/Supplemental/Parallel Texts for the Course: None
MATERIALS NEEDED: Come to class prepared with homework, text, notebook, and writing utensil. 

Notebook Check will be every 6 weeks (three ring binder/5 dividers).
DONATION REQUEST:  We are always in need of Kleenex, hand sanitizer, and Lysol wipes for our classroom.
CLASS EXPECTATIONS: 
General Classroom Behavior Expectations
1. Bring ALL appropriate materials to class daily

2. Raise your hand and be recognized by the teacher before speaking

3. Be respectful and polite to ALL people

4. Obey ALL school rules 
FINAL EXAM EXEMPTION:
Students with no more than one excused absence may qualify to exempt one of their final exams.  Students with a course average of 80 or higher may exempt one final exam of their choice.  Students with a course average of 79 or below may request that ten percentage points be added to the final exam grade.  Towards the end of the semester, students who qualify may submit an Exam Exemption Form to the classroom teacher of their choice.  Teachers must verify that the student qualifies for the exemption.
PARTICIPATION:
Class participation is an important component of the Music Appreciation curriculum. Much can be learned from the exchange of ideas that occurs during class discussions. Frequent absences SERIOUSLY jeopardize your success in this class. The participation grade will be based on the degree of student involvement in the learning activities, including attention to and participation in written and oral exercises, class discussion, preparation for class, and homework.  To reiterate:  If you do not participate in formal class discussions, you will not receive a passing grade for that activity.

ATTENDANCE AND MAKE-UP POLICY:

Class Attendance
Students will be allowed to make up assignments, tests, and homework missed due to an excused absence from class. Make up work must be returned to the teacher within 5 days of the student’s return to school. Failure to make up work will result in loss of rehearsal points for the day missed.  IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO INQUIRE, COMPLETE, AND TURN IN MAKE UP WORK!!!
LATE WORK POLICY: 
Students are expected to turn work in and take quizzes on time. Students will lose 1 letter grade for each day an assignment is late. In the case of excused absence, according to school policy, students will be given the same number of days as their absence to turn in make up assignments without penalty. 
TARDY POLICY:  
To avoid being counted tardy, students must be seated and ready for class when the bell rings.  School policy states that students may receive Saturday School, In-School Suspension, and Out-of-School Suspension for repeated tardies.  
EXTRA HELP: Notify the instructor immediately to schedule an appointment to receive help.
CELL PHONES AND ELECTRONIC DEVICES: 

As per the school’s policy, cell phones are not to be used during class time unless directed by the teacher for instructional purposes. Students will receive a discipline referral after one warning to put away any electronic device (unless the device is being used for instruction). Students are allowed to bring certain technologies to class (iPad, laptop, Kindle, etc.), but it should NOT interfere with the teaching or other’s learning. 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:
Cheating is considered a serious matter.  Any student who is involved in cheating/plagiarism will receive a grade of zero on the material, an unsatisfactory in conduct, and his/her parents will be notified. 
For this course, cheating is defined as, but is not limited to, the following acts:

· Copying anyone's answers to questions, exercises, study guides, class work or homework assignments

· Taking any information verbatim from any source, including the Internet, without giving proper credit to the author, or rearranging the order of words and/or changing some words as written by the author and claiming the work as his or her own, i.e., plagiarism.

· Looking onto another student's paper during a test or quiz.

· Having available any study notes or other test aids during a test or quiz without the teacher's permission.

· Collaborating on assignments when independent work is expected.
GRADE RECOVERY: 

Students who score 69 or below on the course unit assessment are allowed to retake the assessment.  The grade will not exceed a 70 for the unit assessment. 

CLASSROOM BLOG:
Throughout the year, students are expected to use the classroom blog daily. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to check the blog and come prepared to the next class. All handouts and assignments will be posted daily to the blog. 

My blog: schoology.com
FINAL THOUGHTS:
We are looking forward to making this a great semester in Music Appreciation. In order for that to happen please remember COMMUNICATION IS KEY!! If you are unsure about what you are being asked to do, don’t be afraid to ask for clarity. We are here to help you reach your full potential. Immediately share dates and information about class with your parents/guardians. And last but not least, periodically check grades in Synergy. Let’s have a great year!!!!
**************** Please sign and return the acknowledgement form on the page below**********************
SYLLABUS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM
Complete this page and return signed by Friday, January, 9th 2016.. 


We have read and understand all policies set forth in this music appreciation class syllabus. 

Student Name: (print)____________________________________________________

Student Signature: ______________________________________________________

Parent Name: (print)_____________________________________________________

Parent Signature: _______________________________________________________

Parent Email  (print): ____________________________________________________ 

